The Philadelphia Center Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal Policy

The Director of The Philadelphia Center (TPC) may implement a process for involuntary leave/withdrawal of a TPC student for reasons of personal or community safety. This process will be undertaken only in extraordinary circumstances when there is compelling information to suggest that the student is engaging in or is at a heightened risk of engaging in behavior that could lead to serious injury to self or others, including behavior that is a result of physical or psychological illness.

Before Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal is considered, efforts may be made to encourage the student to voluntarily withdraw. If a student declines to voluntarily withdraw, then the Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal process begins. When Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal of a student is under consideration, the TPC Director or her designee shall notify the student in writing. This notification letter will provide the student with information regarding policies and procedures for an involuntary withdrawal.

The TPC Director, or her designee, will gather information necessary to make an individualized and objective assessment of the student’s ability to safely participate in TPC programs. This information may be gathered from various sources, including the student’s faculty advisor, TPC staff, and appropriately trained health professionals.

In order to gather the most current information, a request may be made for the student to consent to a psychological or medical evaluation. In addition, the student may be asked to provide relevant medical and/or psychological information from his/her health provider. If the student declines to consent to the evaluation or to release requested medical/psychological information, this declination may be included with other available data in the determination whether to implement Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal.

When the relevant information regarding the student is collected, the TPC Director will convene a Committee consisting of the Director of Student Affairs, the student’s faculty advisor and the program attorney. This Committee will evaluate all the relevant information and make a recommendation to the TPC Director. The Director will make the final determination whether to apply Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal to the student.

Student Return to Program

A student’s return to the Philadelphia Center after an Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal will be evaluated by the Committee and the final determination will be made by the TPC Director on a case by case basis.
Confidentiality 

TPC will maintain the confidentiality of all information regarding Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal in accordance with federal, state and local law, and to the greatest extent consistent with the goal of processing such leaves/withdrawals.

All records concerning Involuntary Leave/Withdrawal are confidential. The TPC Director shall retain the official copy of the record. Access to these records is limited by federal, state and local law. TPC reserves the right to notify a parent or guardian if deemed appropriate under the circumstances and as permitted by applicable federal, state and local law.

